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Boyd ordered to pay $52,500

for bulldozing, moving stream

© By Dave STICKLEY

A judge this week fined wealthy develop-
er Douglas M. Boyd $52,500 as punishment for
bulldozing his Fort Valley neighbor's proper-
ty without permission. The judge had earliex
called Boyd's actions “arrogant.”
© judge Dennis L. Hupp's ruling Monday
amounts to a moral victory for Boyd’s disgrun-
tled neighbor, 75-year-old John B, Ricketts.

dge punishes prominent d

Ricketts took a financial beating in filing the

lawsuit and having it drag through the Shenan- .

doah County Circuit Court. That included a
three-day trial last year to hear evidence, and
being hit with a counter lawsuit by Boyd that
was later dismissed. - .

Ricketts spent $140,000 in legal fees. He will
collect a total of $60,000 from Boyd,

Inan August interview, Ricketts said the mon-
ey he was spending to pay his lawyer represent-

~ ed asignificant portion of his life savings.

But, Ricketts said he filed the lawsuit because
of what he perceived as Boyd's arrogant attitude

'gteeped in the fact that he was a multi-mitlion-

aire who could strong-arm a financially weak-
er neighhor.

eveloper over neighbor flap

Ricketts said no one with the Shenandoah
County or state government offered to help cor-
rect what he helieved, and the court later deter-

- mined, was an obvmus wmngdomg by Boyd in

2007.
“They ended up domg absolutely nothmg,

fticketts said in an August interview. “Iwas mao-

tivated to do this even if it wasn’t financially de-
fensible. Nob{)dy puts control on his {Boyd’ $)
behavior,”

The legal fight between Ricketts and Boyd be-
gan in August 2007, The men share a common
property boundary on an unpaved section of

bucolic St. David’'s Church Road at the base of ,.

the Massamutten Mountain.

Early in that month, Boyd went onto Rick-

etts’ property with a bulldozer and knocked
down trees, dug up 3,400 feet of his grass-cov-
ered backyard and, most important to Rick-
etts, changed the course of a smail wet-weath-

- er stream from Ricketts’ fand onto Boyd's prop-

erty.
Ricketts had been gone from the house for
two weeks. It is his weekend home that had been

- purchased, ironically, from Boyd in 1999. Rick-

etis works as a bass player in the Kennedy Cen-
ter Opera House orchestra in Washmgton and
lives in Arlington,

Ricketts’ attorney, Brian K Brake of the Hamn
sonburg law firm Lenhart Obenshain, said that

. See BOYD page 2

County,
“builder
at odds

Nielson declines
responsibility

By Mona CasteeL

Shenandeah County Public
School officials and a region-
al building contractor are at
odds over what are being de-
scribed as construction flaws
at a school built more than 15
years ago.

School officials and their
engineer say Nielsen
Builders, Inc. of Harrison-
burg failed to follow architec-
tural plans while construct-
ing North Fork Middle School.
The result of that failure is that

- walls have deteriorated in the
gymnpasium and agriculture
shop of that school.

School
deficit
at $1M

3 factors cited
for cutting it

By Mona Casrser

Shenandoah _County Pub-
lic Schoaol officials have used
some leftover federal stimulus
money and onceagain encour-
aged veteran employees to re-
tire to help reduce a project-
ed budget shortfall by about $1
million.

. Lower-than-anticipated in-
creases in the cost of insuring
the health of the school sys-
temn’s 900-plus employees also
has been afactor in reducing
the deficit, school'board mem-
bers were {old last week.

Superintendent Keith Row-
iand told the board earlier that
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Wealthy, who reported he .

has been unemployed for two
years, is accused of taking
$1,800 worth of batteries from

AREVLOUARGLUL L-kie W21E0ALVRL,

‘Other persons in unrelat-
ed cases who also are facing
grand jury indictment are:

° Wllham Michael Kerns,

WALELGALL AYELL . AUV ILL UL LA
town police said Kerns crossed
the center line “several” times
on Seuth Water Street, then
“turned into two driveways

WL A¥LCLL Luxouuxs, Y¥.VC., YYaAlillen
is charged with two counts of
obtaining money by false pre-
tenses from the Woodstock

IV

On that day, New Market Po-
lice Officer M.D. Miller said he
stopped the suspect's vehicle
after observing it weaving in

SILITL UL UL LEALAS

He was cha
endangermen
children, ages
passengers in |

Wal-Mart, She is accused of

Judge
“settles
dispute

" "BOYDY from p.age 1

the entire lawsuit could have
been avoided if Boyd had sim-
ply admitted his mistake.

“Wouldn't most people try to
fix this?” Brake asked.

Brake said the case was ale-
gal battle at every hearing in
circuit court, including the fi-
nal hearing in which punitive
damages were awarded Jan. 31.

“Every step of the way, in my
mind, Doug Boyd and his at-
torney have fought us on every
issue,” Brake said this week.
“So, yes, Iwould say it was con-
tentious.”

~ Judge Hupp saidinhisruling

this week there was evidence
of Boyd's “ohstructionism.”
But the judge also said Boyd’s
argument thdt he had to vigor-
ously defend himself against a
possibly large-amount of mon-
etary damages was valid.

“Botlr attorneys in this case
have done an excellent job in
representing their respective
clients,” Hupp said.

Hupp has ordered Boyd to
do three things:

+ put the stream back to
its original path, on Ricketts’
property. The cost for Ricketts
to contract to have that work
done was estimated at $18,750.
But: because Boyd is a. con-
tractor who owns the neces-
sary earth-moving equipment,

Boyd will be all dt d tht_
Lot g owecrocothat, _-othy M. Goiden of 14™ Street, Grottoes for ap-

workathis'cost.” '

= pay Ricketts $? 500 in com-
pensatory damages for knock-
ing down his trees and tearing
up his yard.

* pay $52,500 to Ricketts for
punishment.

Hupp minced few words
in his eriticism of Boyd. “He
. should have known better
than to conduct himself in
this way,” the judge said earli-

er. The judge noted that Boyd,
is a developer who should have

known where boundary lines
were before firing up a bull-
dozer.

Boyd has the option of ap-
pealing the judge’s ruling.

Ricketts’ attorney said he
was prepared to present evi-
dence that Boyd had engaged
in similar conduct elsewhere.
He said Strasburg developer
Jerry King would have testified
that Boyd moved dirt on King’s
property without permission.
Hupp did not hear any such
testimony at the fan. 31 hear-
ing. '

Budget balanced:;
fees unchanged

WOODSTOCK! from page 1

cantly for the 2013 fiscal year.
“We are looking at long term
solutionts and doing as much
as we possibly can to lighten
the burden on the Public Util-
ities Fund going forward,” Mc-
Cleary said. He was not spe-

cific, but said only that he had-

“spent countless hours going
over the budget, line-by-line,
over and over.again, looking
for ways that the town could
improve efficiency and cut un-
necessary expenses.” _

The mayor said he and
cotncil members “applied the
same principles used by fam-
ilies and businesses through-
out our community. We asked
purselves: Are we living with-
in our means? Are there any
unnecessary expenses that we
can cut?”

Lambs hud-
dle near their
motherona
tarm along
Pepper Road,
west of Mt.
Jackson.

Sonja Grabam/
The Free Press

Larceny

An incidence of larceny was reported to the

sheriff’s office Feb. 1. According to the com-

plainant, unknown person(s) removed a wal-

let and contents from a schooi on Susan Ave ..

Woodstock.

“Assault and battery

‘Sheriff’s deputies charged a 16-year old juve-
nile male from Woodstock Feb. 8 with assault
and battery.

Dn\nng under the !nﬂuence

Sheriff's depities arrested Steven Michael
Conrad of Zirkle Lane, Broadway Feb. 11 for
driving under the influence of alcohol and Tim-

pearing drunk in pubhc

Robbery/assault and 'battery

Sheriff’s deputies arrested Sheila Ann Pay-
an of Lupton Road, Woodstock and Anna Marie

Houghton of S.outhMain Stret, Woodstock Feb.

7 for robbery and assauit and battery.

Larceny

‘An incidence of iarceny was reported to the
sheriff’s office Feb. 10. According to the com-
plainant, unknown person(s) removed pre-
seription medication from a residence on Koy

Indecent liberties with a child

Sheriff’s deputies arrested Tina M. Hilsman
of Old Valley Pike, New Market and Robert Lee

- Good of Burkeholder Lane, New Market Feb. 11

for one felony count each of indecent liberties
with a child.

Unlawful entry

Sheriff’s deputies arrested Jerry Ben]amm
Long of Fravel Road, Woodstock Feb. 11-for un-
lawful entry withintent to damage. :

Assault and battery

Sheriff’s deputies arrested Jadah Nicole Bal-
lowe of Boliver Road, Fort Valley Feb. 12 for as-
sault and battery of a family member.

Dri vzng under the influence

Sheriff’s deputies arrested Michael Lee Me-
Inturff of Oceola Road, Maurertown Feb. 12 for
driving under the influence of alcohol.

Assault and battery

Sheriff’s deputies arrested Gary Shaunte
Thomas of Fifth St., Bowie, MD Feb. 13 for as-
sault and battery.

Larceny

Sheriff’s deputies arrested William Leroy Mu-

maw of Lakeview Drive, Woodstock Feb. 8 for .

Child abuse c
headed for jur

Young Woodstock father accus
of taking children out on cold-n

“for sewer plant

Ct, Strasburg.

grand larceny.

WELLS/ from page 1

schools are still being charged
treatment
of irrigation water and that
Strasburg officials are unwill-
ing to make concessions but

- are asking for a faver.

Hoelsinger said the school
board should reject the re-
quest. The board instead vot-
ed to approve the request.

Board Chairman Gary Rutz
initiated discussions about

wells last week, but Holsinger

reminded the board that she
brought up the idea months
ago. Rutz said earlier esti-
mates of $20,000 for drilling
a well seem excessive, and
he believes the actual costs
would be much lower.

School Finance Director
Jeremy Raley told the board
that the proposal includes “a
ot of unknowns,” such as the
loeation, depth and flow rate

. of successful wells. Yet, Raley
called water "liquid gold” and

said public utility rates wili -z
“th&Town of Mt. Jackson.

continue to escalate.
Both Woodstock and Stras-

burg have undertaken capital -

improvement projects that in-
clude new or renovated waste-

water treatment facilities, and

béth have experienced signif-
icant increases in service fees.
Local public schools are pay-
ing those higher fees at the
Northern and Central cam-
puses,

The Scuthern Campus and
its trio of schools, located in
Quicksburg, use wells that ac-
tually belong to the Town of
Mt Jackson. Town officials,
said Raley, have given the
school district credit for sew-
age services and “have been
extremely helpful in trying to
help us save money.”

Monthly water and sewer
bills for local public schools

Change of Office Location

Due fo hospifoir renovafions
at Shenandoah Memorial Hospital,

Shenandech Umiegy

th moved

Schools consider water weﬂs

average $9,432 to the Town of
Strasburg; $7,178 to the Town
of Woodstock and $6,704 to

Raléy said wells are allowed
within town limits, but Rutz
believes those policies may be
changed and urged school ad-
ministrators to quickly delve
inte the costs of drilling wells.

Board member Irving Getz
was less enthusiastic, calling
the push “a gamble because
you don't know how much wa-
ter you'li have.”

Rick Koontz, another board
member, said the move is
worthy of pursuit.

. Rowland, adding his ad-
ministration’s accord, balked
only because his staff doesn’t.
know an .adequate funding
source.’

Sajd Rowland:*I wouldn’t
dig before a2 man is standing
there holding a stick.”

By DavE STICKLEY -

Police were able to use tech-
nology to rescue two chil-
dren taken by their father into
a wooded area in January as
he tried to escape arrest, The
hunt was undertaken as the
wind chill factor that night
reached a frigid 11 degrees.

The two children, ages 9

and 10, were in the “begin-
ning stages of hypothermia”
and had “full bedy shakes
from being so cold” by the
time they were rescued, ac-
cording to a report by Wood-
stock police.

The children’s father,

32-year-old Jason Lee Mullins .

of 710 S. Water St., Woodstock,

- will face a Shenandoah Coun-
_ty Circuit Court grand jury

on two felony counts of child
abuse causing serious injury.
A court has since erdered
Mullins to avoid all contact
with the two children.
"The incident involving Mul-

- lins began when police re-

ceived acall shortly after mid-
night on Jan. 13 from Mul-
lins’ mother-in-law,

lice she was “concerned” for

her “grandchildren because’
‘they were not dressed warm-

ly enough and left home at
an odd hour of the night with
Mullins.

Snckiey reported . that ‘one
was wearing pants and a pull-
over sweatshirt and the other
was-wearing pants and a “me-
dium” coat. At the time, the
temperature was 23 degrees,
but a steady wind made tem-
peratures equivalent to 11 de-
grees, according to Woodstock
Police Qfficer K.R: Staffa.

The three reportedly left
the home walking north on
Water Street, which is just ane
block east of Main Street.

Three officers searched for

. Mullins and could not locate

him or the children. When
they reached his cellphone
number, Mullins allegedly
hung up when police identi-
fied themselves.

Staffa  said the dispatch
center then contacted Muil-
ins' phone service provider,

Mo roeom for them?
Let them relax in the com-
forts
of 2 lodge overlooking
the Shenandoah River,
east of Weoodstock.
Baity, weekly, monthly
' rates.,
540.459-2185.
Ask for SeveniBends Lodge
)‘3@ lodge com

mortge
Aftlinte of Farmers & Merchmis Bank €

Mortgages!
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Sprint. Sprint
is called a “1
ing’ phone, wh
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cation. Sprint
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ins appeared ¢
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After 90 mi
ing ip on Mull
he was caugh
area with the ¢
Mullins initial
but then heed
mands to geto

Staffa said ¢
dured walks th
Mullins tried t

“The childr

. beginning st

thermia,” Staff
pants were we
down. Their sh
you could pou
them and their
to the elbows
had full body s
ing so cold.”

 Staffa said M
of alcohol upos
told police he f

. was afraid of |

He alleged he
ment with his v
in-law that day
kicked out of tI

Mullins’ has
from jail on $1,
bond. .
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