Jennifer Shirkey, 39

Jennifer Shirkey loves to help her
clients solve their problems. In the best-
case scenario, she can prevent those
problems from occurring in the first
place.

Shirkey, 39, is an attorney with
Lenhart Obenshain.

“Generally speaking, I have a tax
and business practice. Within that, I
especially focus on estate planning and
employees benefits,” said Shirkey. “I'm
not a trial lawyer — my practice is more
counseling and writing documents.”

A Valley native, Shirkey completed
her education at JMU in three years,
graduating with a degree in English.
She attended law school for another
three years at Washington & Lee in
Lexington.

Upon completion of law school,
Shirkey was selected to complete a one-
year judicial clerkship with the United
States Court of Appeals for the Fourth

Circuit, which was an “honor,” she said.

She then decided to return to her
roots in the Valley to start her own pri-
vate practice and raise a family.
Shirkey and her husband Aaron have
three children, George, Alexander and
Jane.

Shirkey has been named to the Best
Lawyers in America in the area of
employee benefits law for several years.
Law and Politics Magazine has also
named her a Virginia Rising Star and
Virginia Business Magazine named her
a “Legal Elite” in the past.

In addition to her professional
career, Shirkey said, “service and com-
munity engagement are two of my top

priorities.”
She serves as the chair of The
Community Foundation for

Harrisonburg and Rockingham County,
president-elect of the Harrisonburg
Rotary Club, a board member of the

Rockingham  Memorial  Hospital
Foundation and the Wildlife Center of
Virginia Foundation and an officer on
the Virginia State Bar Trust and
Estates Section Board of Governors.

Mike Fiore, executive director of The
Community Foundation, said he sees
something special in her.

“When you get to know her more, you
realize that volunteerism is truly com-
ing from her heart in a charitable way
for the good of the community,” he said.

At 39, Shirkey is “clinging to ‘under
40’ as long as I can,” but insists that life
has gotten better with age.

“Each year brings a chance to do
new things and, most importantly,
another year to enjoy all the relation-
ships I've been blessed with both
inside and outside the workplace,” said
Shirkey.

— Cat Elshy




